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An Anthology on Human Suffering in America: Notes on Black Lives Matter
By: Katelyn M. Dubois, Chinese, International Studies and Diplomacy
Sponsor: Ann Salzarulo-McGuigan, Communication Studies
I. Purpose
Following the killing of George Floyd and the 
subsequent protests demanding for change 
and an end to the systemic racism against the 
Black community in the United States, I felt 
compelled to do my part towards ensuring a 
more equal and just society. My goal was to 
create something that would be accessible, 
educational, approachable, and inspirational 
and could be utilized as a vehicle towards 
achieving proactive and sustainable change in 
the minds of those who are racist and 
prejudiced. My goal in creating this anthology 
is that it will not only give its authors an 
opportunity to share their stories and raise 
greater attention to the injustices experienced 
by the Black community in the United States, 
but that it will also allow readers to connect 
with the raw pain, longing, hope, love, and 
humanity of the pieces- in the hopes that it 
will incite proactive and sustainable change in 
creating a more equitable and loving world for 
all.
II. Call for Contributions
With the guidance of Professor Jessica Frazier, I then drafted a call for contributions letter detailing 
the project and asking others to participate by sending in their creative writing pieces. Through 
social media and email, Dina, Professor Frazier, Ann, and I contacted about five hundred 
individuals, asking for their collaboration. We shared the letter and flyer with URI faculty and staff, 
student organizations, as well as many other universities such as Rhode Island College, Boston 
University, Harvard, and New York University. In the end, however, the vast majority of the 
submissions were the result of social media circulation and or originated from the URI community.
III. Editing Process
After receiving about 45 pieces from 
authors across the United States, co-
editor Dina Louis and I, along with the 
guidance and advice of Ann Salzarulo-
McGuian, began the process of pre-
screening all of the pieces and editing 
them for grammar, formatting, and or 
spelling errors, however ensuring not to 
alter the author’s original message and 
content. Beginning in the Summer of 
2020 and continuing through May of 
2021, each of the final 42 pieces went 
through two rounds of edits, ending with 
the author’s final approval.
IV. Structure and Design
Whilst deciding on the order of the 
pieces, Dina and I discovered that all fell 
into one of four categories: history, loss, 
everyday life experiences, and 
inspiration/ calls for change. After 
separating each of the pieces into one of 
the four categories, we found that the 
order seemed to choose itself, as each 
piece seemed to fall naturally into place. 
The pieces were then numbered, and
organized into a chart with each of the 
piece’s title, author, contact information, 
photo, and current status, in terms of 
editing, for organizational purposes.
V. Final Project
The final anthology features a 
total of 42 beautiful, thought-
provoking, and inspiring pieces in 
the forms of poems, memoirs, 
short essays, and short stories on 
the topic of systemic racism and 
social injustice unfairly and 
unjustly inflicted upon the Black 
community, as well as an Editor’s 
Note and acknowledgements 
page. In order to ensure its 
accessibility, the final anthology 
is available for free download on 
its official website linked here, 
which, in addition to the 
anthology, features more 
information on the path towards 
its creation, the wonderful and 
talented authors, editors and 
collaborators, and additional 
photos from the creative 
process.
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